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Synopsis

A¢a -A“The idea of a cultured gay man leaving New York City to care for his aging mother in Paris,
Missouri, is already funny, and George Hodgman reaps that humor with great charm. But then he
plunges deep, examining the warm yet fraught relationship between mother and son with profound
insight and understanding.A¢a —A+ A¢a -4 Alison Bechdel, author ofA A Fun Home A A NEW
YORK TIMESA A BESTSELLERFINALIST FOR THE NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE
AWARD A A When George Hodgman leaves Manhattan for his hometown of Paris, Missouri, he
finds himselfA¢a -4 +an unlikely caretaker and near-lethal cookA¢a -4 «in a head-on collision with
his aging mother, Betty, a woman of wit and will. Will George lure her into assisted living? When hell
freezes over. He canA¢a -4,¢t bring himself to force her from the home both treasureA¢a -4 «the
place where his fatherA¢a -4,¢s voice lingers, the scene of shared jokes, skirmishes, and, behind
the dusty antiques, a rarely acknowledged conflict: Betty, who speaks her mind but cannot quite
reveal her heart, has never really accepted the fact that her son is gay. A A As these two
unforgettable characters try to bring their different worlds together, Hodgman reveals the challenges
of BettyA¢a —4,¢s life and his own struggle for self-respect, moving readers from their small
townAg¢a -a scrumbling but still colorfulA¢a -4 «to the star-studded corridors of Vanity Fair.
Evocative ofA A The End of Your Life Book Club andA A The Tender Bar,

HodgmanAg¢a -4a,¢sA A New York Times bestselling debut is both an indelible portrait of a family
and an exquisitely told tale of a prodigal sonA¢a —-4,¢s return. A A A¢a -A“A remarkable,
laugh-out-loud book . . . Rarely has the subject ofA A elder careA A produced such droll human
comedy, or a heroine quite on the mettlesome order of Betty Baker Hodgman. For as much as the
book works on several levels (as a meditation on belonging, as a story of growing up gay and the
psychic cost of silence, as metaphor for recovery), it is the strong-willed Betty who shines

through.A¢a —Ae A¢a -4 *The New York Times
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Customer Reviews

The Spotlight Pick for March 2015: When George Hodgman left Manhattan for Paris to visit his
aging mother, he didnA¢a -4,¢t realize it would be the beginning of an unintended, and
indeterminate tenure as a caregiver. Did | mention that itA¢a -a,¢s Paris, Missouri? They say you
canA¢a -a,¢t go home again, and in HodgmanAg¢a -4a,¢s case, you can understand why he
wouldnA¢a -4,¢t want toAg¢a —a Paris hadnA¢a —4a,¢t proven to be the most hospitable place for
someone coming to terms with their sexuality. This was compounded by the fact that
HodgmanAg¢a -4,¢s parents didnA¢a -4,¢t approve of who he A¢a -A“turned out to be,A¢a -A-
which was as specific as they were willing to get on the matter. Any gaps in their understanding
were filled with an insidious silence that kept this otherwise loving family at armA¢a -a,¢s length. |
havenA¢a -4,¢t forgotten what this book is called and, no doubt, you will fall in love with the
impossible and endearing woman that is its namesake. But at its heart, Bettyville serves as a
poignant cautionary tale about the dangers of leaving difficult things unsaid, and in these pages,
Hodgman practices what he preaches. A¢a —a ceErin Kodicek --This text refers to the Hardcover

edition.

Nautilus Book Awards Gold WinnerPraise for BettyvilleA¢a -A“A remarkable, laugh-out-loud book .
.. Rarely has the subject ofA A elder careA A produced such droll human comedy, or a heroine
quite on the mettlesome order of Betty Baker Hodgman. For as much as the book works on several
levels (as a meditation on belonging, as a story of growing up gay and the psychic cost of silence,
as metaphor for recovery), it is the strong-willed Betty who shines through.A¢a -A+ A¢a -4 <The
New York TimesA¢a -A“A lovely memoir . . .You wonAg¢a -4,¢t finish this tale dry-eyed.A¢a —As
A¢a -a People, Book of the WeekA¢a -A“A gorgeously constructed memoir . . . Hodgman creates
an unforgettable portrait of his mother, BettyA¢a -4 «a strong-willed nonagenarian struggling
against the slow-motion breakdown of her mind and body. He evokes her with wit and
tenderness.A¢a —A« A¢a -a *The New York Times Book ReviewA¢a -A“Without a doubt my
favorite book of the year. Wise, witty, and heartbreaking . . . a surprisingly profound and hilarious

look at aging, mothers and sons, fathers and sons, growing up gay and small-town life in



America.A¢a -Ae A¢a -4 *Nathan Lane, A¢a -A“Who Read What: Books of the Year

2015,A¢a -As The Wall Street JournalA¢a -A“A humorous, bittersweet account of

HodgmanAg¢a -4,¢s caring for his aging, irascible mother.A¢a -A+ A¢a -4 *Vanity

FairA¢a -A“Hodgman has written what will be seen, even years from now, as the quintessential
book on taking care. . . . His desire to empathize, his focus on goodness, his search for hope allow
him to find the beauty in the hour of now.A¢a -A+ A¢a —a «Chicago TribuneA¢a —A“An intimate,
heartfelt portrait of a mother and son, each at the crossroads of life . . A A HodgmanAq:é -a,¢s
sharp wit carries the book ever forward.A¢a —As A¢a -4 *Minneapolis Star-Tribune A A A¢ga -A“A
superb memoir . . . Hodgman is by turns wry, laugh-out-loud funny, self-deprecating, insecure to the
point of near suicide, and an attentive caregiver despite occasional, understandable resentments. . .
. I have read several hundred American memoirs; | would place Bettyville in the top five.A¢a —As
A¢a -a «Steve Weinberg, Kansas City Star A¢a -A“In his tender, sardonic, and fearless account of
life with BettyA¢a -4 *who has never acknowledged that her son is gayA¢a -4 *Hodgman delivers
an epic unfolding of his lifelong search for acceptance and love.A¢a -A+ A¢a —a The Atlanta
Journal-ConstitutionA¢a —nA“Hodgman paints a witty and poignant portrait of a son and his mother
reconciling their differences and learning, among other things, how to cook, come to grips with
caretaking, understand unspoken sexuality, and treat each other with patience, love, and
self-respect. Surely we all have a beautifully complex and hilarious (if not semi-dysfunctional)
relationships with our mothers, but none of us are likely to commemorate it with the skill and humor
of Hodgman.A¢a —A+ A¢a -4 +Los Angeles MagazineA¢a —A“An exquisitely written memoir about
the complicated but deeply genuine love a son feels for his courageous, headstrong, vulnerable
mother in the twilight of her life. George Hodgman is stunningly clear-eyed and yet so darned
big-hearted. Bettyville is just wonderful. A¢a —A« A¢a -4 «Jeannette Walls, author of The Glass
Castle A A A¢a —-A“The idea of a cultured gay man leaving New York City to care for his aging
mother in Paris, Missouri, is already funny, and George Hodgman reaps that humor with great
charm. But then he plunges deep, examining the warm yet fraught relationship between mother and
son with profound insight and understanding. This book looks outside, too, offering a moving lament
for small-town America. Hodgman tenderly evokes the time before family farms and small
businesses were replaced by meth labs and Walmarts. Yet heA¢a -4a,¢s not sentimental about that
lost worldA¢a -4 *he knew its cruelties firsthand. As George and his mother come to terms with one
another at the end of her days, the book begins to shimmer with something much more rare than
love: a boundless, transcendent, and simple kindness. Bettyville is a beautiful book about the

strange plenitude that comes from finally letting go of everything.A¢a —A+ A¢a -4 «Alison Bechdel,



author of Fun Home A A A¢a -A“Bettyville is a beautifully crafted memoir, rich with humor and
wisdom. George Hodgman has created an unforgettable book about mothers and sons, and about
the challenges that come with growing older and growing up.A¢a —A« A¢a —a Will Schwalbe,
author of The End of Your Life Book ClubA¢a -A“This is a superior memoir, written in a witty and
episodic style, yet at times itA¢a -4,¢s heartbreaking . . . filled with a lifetimeA¢a -4,¢s worth of
reflection and story after fascinating story.A¢a -A+ A¢a -4 «Library Journal (starred

review)A¢a -A“Hodgman writes with wit and empathy about all the loss heA¢a -4,¢s confronted
with. BettyA¢a -4,¢s poor health is mirrored by the failA A ure of towns like Paris, whose farms
and lumberyards are now Walmarts and meth labs. Coming out in the age of AIDS, he lost the
people he was close to when he had nowhere else to turn. . . . That doesnA¢a -4,¢t mean
Bettyville is without humorA¢a -4 far from it. Paris eccentrics (one woman shampoos her hair in
the soda fountain) comA A pete with HodgmanAg¢a -4,¢s colleagues in the office of Vanity Fair. . .
. This is a portrait of a woman in decline, but still very much alive and committed to getting the
lionA¢a —a,¢s share of mini-Snickers at every opA A portunity. When things are left unA A said
between parents and children, it leaves a hurt that can never be completely repaired, but love and
dedication can make those scarred places into works of art. Bettyville is one such

masterpiece.A¢a —A+ A¢a -4a ‘BookPageA¢a -A“The book is instantly engaging, as Hodgman has
a wry sense of humor, one he uses to keep others at a distance. Yet the book is also devastatingly
touching. Betty is one tough cookie, and she is crumbling. Hodgman as a young man came out
around the same time AIDS did, complicating his already complicated feelings immeasurably.
ThereA¢a -4,¢s a lot for Hodgman to handle, yet he does, despite the urge to give in to his own
sadness and his own former drug addiction. A tender, resolute look at a place, literal and figurative,
baby boomers might find themselves.A¢a -As A¢a —a sBooklist A¢a -A“Bettyville is a gorgeous
memoir. | was completely engaged, not just because of George HodgmanAg¢a -4,¢s great ear and
his sense of timing, but because he delivers Betty to us in such a manner that she steps off the
page . | felt transported to a better place, to a time period and a web of relationships with which we
can all identify,A A no matter where we grew up. Beyond the humor and the pathos, the quotidian
and the bizarre, there remain profound lessons about life and love that | will carry away.A¢a —As
A¢a -4 «Abraham Verghese, author of Cutting for Stone A¢a -A“George Hodgman achieves
something stunning with this bookAg¢a -4 *by paying such deep, loving attention to his

motherA¢a -4,¢s (admittedly colorful) life, he offers us the chance to pay close attention to our own
strange and beautiful Bettyvilles, which in the end is all we can ask of any art. This bejeweled pillbox

is rich and funny and heartwrenching and might just you cure you of your ills; if those ills include



loneliness or feeling like you donA¢a —-4,¢t belongA¢a —4a syou are not alone.A¢a -A+ A¢a -4 Nick
Flynn, author of Another Bullshit Night in Suck City A¢a —-A“One of the great benefits of reading
memoir is that it offers the reader more people to love. | love Betty, and | love George Hodgman,
whose beautiful book this is. Read Bettyville. Laugh, weep, and be grateful. A¢ga —A+ A¢a -4 <Abigail
Thomas, author of A Three Dog Life A¢a -A“Bettyville reminded me of some Homeric legend,
complete with treacherous chimeras and ravenous gorgons, except that it is told with such grace,
wit, and spirited generosity that you hardly sense you are on a fragile bark, adrift on a perilous sea.
This story of a sensitive Midwestern boy coming to terms with his homosexuality, his drug addiction,
his clueless parents, his all-out war with shame, is nothing short of epic. It begins as a simple trip
home from fast-track Manhattan to Paris, Missouri, to care for a failing mother, but by the time we
are through, we have descended to an underworld, witnessed a plague, traveled all nine circles of
hell, and emerged exhilarated by the grit and valor of our remarkable guide. It is, in every sense, a
tale about the power of love.A¢a —A+ A¢a —a *Marie Arana, author of American Chica A¢a -A“With
great tenderness, honesty, and a searing, sardonic humor, George Hodgman has written a love
letter to his mother, at once a penance and a tribute.A A In doing so, he has given us Betty, a
character for the ages. This is a beautiful, illuminating book.A¢a -As A¢a -4 *Dani Shapiro, author
of Devotion A¢a -A“When | read the first few pages of Bettyville, | immediately connected. The
detail is poetry and, yes, George Hodgman tells a story that is all our stories if we grow up different,
struggling not to hurt those we treasure. But what | will most remember is the human struggle of
BettyA¢a -4 «the woman at the window, the woman at the piano, the woman whose desire to help
others represents the best of small-town America. The silence she was taught and the
complications of our parentsA¢a -4,¢ journeys to be there for us, as best they could, is what | will
take away from Bettyville, where she will always reside. Hers is the quiet love that outlasts the
distances and lets us survive.A¢a —A+ A¢a -4 *Richard Blanco, United States inaugural poet,

author of The Prince of los Cucuyos: A Miami ChildhoodFrom the Hardcover edition.

I’'m a hard sell. When someone tells me a book is funny, | invariably wind up wondering why s/he
found it funny -- because | definitely did not. | tend to ignore most reviews of books (or movies),
preferring to decide for myself on the merits, or lack of them in a given piece of work. That said, |
chose to review Bettyville because | was actually intrigued by the cover--the very reason we've
always been told not to judge a book. But the photograph had an authentic feel to it that rang a
small bell for me. So | got the book. And | truly loved it. | loved George Hodgman and his mother;

his father, too.Hodgman’s great gift is to present the connective tissue between reader and writer,



the thoughts and feelings and events that knit us together in a manner achieved only by the most
profoundly truthful and deeply felt telling of lives lived. In spite of our obvious differences
(male/female, straight/gay, etc) Hodgman'’s feelings mirror my own in too many ways to enumerate.
He made me laugh repeatedly; he moved me often. | felt his irritation, his anger with himself, and his
good-hearted impulses toward others. | knew him because he reveals himself so completely, so
courageously, so hilariously. For example: "Just a typical American family, torn between love and
homicide, but united in our own way." One just has to laugh at something so absolutely true.This
book deserves recognition and accolades. Read it and feel your heart open and then constrict, then
open again. The parent in me wants to adopt the little boy in George. The child in me wants to be
friends with that lonely boy whose isolation feels remembered to me. And the sister in me wants to
help George prepare some treats for Betty, and then persuade her to put on her comfy old wrecked

sandals so that we can all go out for a nice, easy walk.

In this loving and lovely memoir, the author returns home to Paris Missouri to care for his 90 year
old mother. Never an easy-going person, she is now struggling with loss of memory, health
problems, and the deep frustrations of losing her ability to lead the social life that was so important
to her. She’s a stubborn person, and so is he. There’s an honesty to the frustration he feels in trying
to get her to do what needs to be done.The book is more than a simple account of the last year or
so his mother’s life. The author moves between his childhood in the 60’s and 70’s in this small town,
where he always felt he was an outsider,and explores the role his homosexuality played in his
relationship with his family. Coming from an old-school family, denial of unpleasant truths
dominated, and being roughly the same age as the author, | recognize many patterns.He has a
deep love for his family, and yet wonders how come he found it so hard to be close to others. He
mourns the loss of community in his hometown, while recounting how he felt the pain of being
different there.This is a kind and honest seeming memoir. He touches on his homosexuality, and
come of age as the AlDs epidemic hit, and his drug addiction, but these are not lurid. They
represent real experiences, but are connected to his issues of pushing people away.| really enjoyed
this book, and felt the full force of his mother’s personality, as well his stumbling his way towards
knowing himself better. There’s no brilliant moment of happy ending, just a sense of having tried to
do the right thing, a sense of accommodations between two people, and some understanding.The

writing is also lovely, at times almost lyrical.

This memoir looks at coming home, dealing with an elder parent who should probably be packed off



to assisted living, and a kinder and gentler lifestyle where people are accepted for who they are
even when that 'who’ is not necessarily understood.As a native of the Midwest there was a lot in this
book that resonated with me. | grew up in urban suburban sprawl, but spent a lot of time in the
gentler places so this was something | had experienced a little. In the beginning the author
discusses the names of places in Missouri. His family home was in Paris, MO. | got a huge kick out
of that because I'm not sure any state rivals Missouri in the name game. California, Mexico.....all
real places and we are not talking states here.However, the real heart and soul of this book is
Hodgman’s sometimes cantankerous mother who loves him dearly but can’t quite accept or
understand the fact that he is gay. Hodgman and his mother share a lot of things including their love
of the family home and Paris. This book travels back and forth in time. It deals with the current
concern for an aging parent and goes back to the old days where community as well as family
counted and going to church was a major deal.Hodgman has worked for Vanity Fair in New York
among other prominent publications. He’s enjoyed being in the epicenter of urban sophistication, but
he also clings to the past and appreciates the easier ways of the Midwest and writes lyrically about
it. He is a marvelous writer with a wry sense of humor but also an emotional honesty that hones in
on family and tradition and his sincere love and unabashed affection for both.This was such an

enjoyable book that | was sorry when it ended.

Download to continue reading...

Bettyville: A Memoir Summary - Hillbilly Elegy: Book by J. D. Vance - A Memoir of a Family and
Culture in Crisis (Hillbilly Elegy - A Memoir of a Family and Culture in Crisis ... - Book, Paperback,
Hardcover, Audible 1) Second Chances: The Memoir of a Teenage Mom: The Memaoir of a Teenage
Mom Daughters of the Grasslands: A Memoir (Memoir Series) Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir of a Family
and Culture in Crisis The Glass Castle: A Memoir Flight of Passage: A Memoir My Life with Trains:
Memoir of a Railroader (Railroads Past and Present) Rebuilding the Indian: A Memoir The Long
Run: A Memoir of Loss and Life in Motion Learning to Fly: A Memoir of Hanging On and Letting Go
My Invented Country: A Memoir Learning to Fly: An Uncommon Memoir of Human Flight,
Unexpected Love, and One Amazing Dog In the Water They Can’'t See You Cry: A Memoir A
League of My Own: Memoir of a Pitcher for the All-American Girls Professional Baseball League
Memoir and Identity in Welsh Patagonia: Voices from a Settler Community in Argentina Standing
Tall: A Memoir of Tragedy and Triumph The Sonarman’s War: A Memoir of Submarine Chasing and

Mine Sweeping in World War Il Hunger: A Memoir of (My) Body The Rules Do Not Apply: A Memoir


http://privateebooks.com/en-us/read-book/NzMJA/bettyville-a-memoir.pdf?r=89vaP5w%2Brkfv7bwDm9crkgnPBSIJ7oHW%2FcDA8XXSgyY%3D
https://ermelinda-salsedo.firebaseapp.com/contact.html

DMCA
Privacy

FAQ & Help


https://ermelinda-salsedo.firebaseapp.com/dmca.html
https://ermelinda-salsedo.firebaseapp.com/privacy-policy.html
https://ermelinda-salsedo.firebaseapp.com/faq.html

